
 

AustCham Thailand Board of Directors’ Meeting  
MINUTES 

Tuesday 21 July 2015 
The Boardroom, Anantara Siam 

5.30pm – 7:00pm  
 
 

1. Meeting Opening 

 

Attendees:   Leigh Scott-Kemmis (Chair) 

M.L. Laksasubha Kridakon  

Josh Hyland  

Peter Emblin (Treasurer) 

Simon Shale  

Angus Kent  

Brenton Mauriello  

Wayne Williams 

Panita Vongkusolkit 

Chris Larkin  

Alan Polivnick  

Charles Wrightman 

 

Alex Cullum 
 

2. Approval of previous meeting minutes & matters arising  

Minutes of the June Board meeting were adopted.  

 

3. Membership Update 

The Board approved nine new membership applications. A total of 329 members were noted. The 
Board were briefed on the 60 member resignations received as a process of pursuing outstanding 
membership renewals. It was noted that this resignation rate was significantly less than that 
experienced in 2014 (102 resignations) and indicative of a return to a more standard annual 
membership churn rate.  

 

11 pending renewals were noted with six companies having provided a commitment to renew their 
membership in August and the final five companies non-responsive to approaches by the Chamber 
Office. The Board resolved to terminate the membership of the five non-responsive members with 
effect August. 

 

The Board noted two returning members amongst the new member applications. The Board agreed 
that when a lapsed member returns to join the Chamber, the registration fee should be waived. 

  



 

4. Financial  
The detailed financial reports for the Jan – June period were tabled and it was noted that operational 
costs were currently 5% above budget. The Treasurer noted that seven new members a month 
would be required to meet ongoing operational costs. The Board requested that arrangements be 
made for the Membership Officer to brief a future Board meeting on strategies to increase 
membership. 
 
The Treasurer then led discussion regarding the information provided in the monthly financial report 
and agreed to bring a revised format to the Board for the August Board meeting. 

 

5. BOT/TCC Issues 

Leigh Scott-Kemmis advised that discussion on a joint engagement model had not progressed since 
the previous Baord meeting.  

 

Ongoing work by the TCC was noted, particularly in relation to productivity growth via SMEs and 
work underway to establish a business matching process between Thai and international SMEs. 

 

6. Business issues and current matters of interest 

Alan Polivnick suggested an event to discuss water management would be topical given the current 
drought conditions being experienced across Thailand and Australian expertise in the field. The 
Board noted that the upcoming visit by the South Australian Premier would include water experts 
and provide an excellent source of expertise for a panel discussion. The Executive Director was asked 
to liaise with the Australian Embassy to explore whether an event of this nature would be possible. 

 

7. Communications and Member Engagement 

The Executive Director provided an update on the redevelopment of the Chamber’s online presence 
(including websites and social media platforms). A ‘spring clean’ was currently underway to update 
website content and $21,000AUD funding had been recently approved from the remaining ABE grant 
allocation to be put towards website redevelopment. Simon Shale advised he continued to work to 
establish a contact within IBM to explore possible options for their involvement in the 
redevelopment project. The Executive Director then provided a quick overview of a Business Survey 
recently conducted by AustCham Singapore. The Board agreed that a similar project and report on 
Business in Thailand would be useful and the Chamber Office were asked to implement a survey of 
members before the next Board meeting. 

 

8. Other matters 
 

I. Beaumont Foundation: The Board discussed recent expectations expressed by Gold Sponsor, 
the Beaumont Foundation, specifically, that the Foundation would be the primary 
beneficiary of AustCham fundraising activities and receive an end of year financial 
contribution from AustCham in excess of the money they had provided in sponsorship. The 
Board disagreed with this position and noted that this had never been raised or agreed at 
Board level and did not reflect the signed sponsorship agreements with the Beaumont 
Foundation. The Board noted that AustCham had provided significant financial support to 
the Beaumont Foundation during its initial years (in excess of $1.4million THB in donations), 
but that this had never been considered to be an ongoing arrangement. The Board then 
considered the Chamber CSR framework and endorsed a CSR policy position based on Board 



 

agreed distribution of fundraising funds with no single beneficiary to receive more than 25% 
of annual fundraising efforts in a given year. A Director agreed to meet with the Beaumont 
Foundation to discuss their expectations and the AustCham position. 

 
II. Australia Myanmar Business Group (AMBG): The Board considered and agreed a request to 

add AMBG members to AustCham communications.  
 

III. Board Leadership Transition:  A Sub-Committee, chaired by Simon Shale and comprising of 
Angus Kent, Alan Polivnick, Khun Laksasubha, Wayne Williams was formed to oversight the 
appoint of a new Board President. The Sub-Committee will meet to identify skills, traits and 
experience pre-requisites in order to develop a succession planning model for the Board. 
Once the model has been agreed, nominations for President will be called for and nominees 
assessed against the agreed model.  

 
IV. Issues Paper: Brenton Mauriello provided an overview on the draft paper prepared to 

provide an update to the Thai Government on issues of key importance for the Chamber 
membership. The Board discussed the most effective method of communicating these issues 
to the Thai Government to achieve the sought outcome and agreed to request a meeting 
with His Excellency Mr Sommai Phasee, Minister for Finance, to seek his advice in view of his 
offer to meet with Chamber representatives at the recent Australia-Thailand Business 
Forum. 

 

 

Next Meeting: 18 August 2015 

 

 

  
   


